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the pact of plombieres. Napoleon III had always sympathised
with Italian nationalism (§ 126). Hitherto his impulses in this
direction had been checked by his dependence on the " clerical
party," which feared that the unification of Italy would deprive
the Papacy of its domains. But in January 1858 an Italian
named Orsini flung a bomb at the Emperor's carriage as a
protest against his failure to redeem his promise to " do
something for Italy." For once in a way a political assassination
achieved its purpose. Napoleon was impressed by the ad-
jurations which Orsini addressed to him from the condemned
cell; and a few months later he had a secret interview with
Cavour at Plombieres. He promised that if Sardinia went to
war with Austria during the next twelve months he would
support her with a French army until Italy was " freed to the
Adriatic." Victor Emmanuel was to annex Lombardy and
Venetia, and to cede Savoy and Nice to Napoleon in return for
his services; while the smaller provinces were to be formed
into a kingdom of Central Italy, possibly under Napoleon's
nephew. The Italian states were then to be formed into a
loose confederacy, with the Pope as a sort of president. Savoy
and Nice were a heavy price for Cavour to pay, but it was " a
sprat to catch a whale " ; while the Emperor hoped that the
acquisition would be a set-off to the opposition of the French
clericals.
§ 133. solferino and ViLLAFRANCA.—This Pact was only
the first item in a masterpiece of political craft on Cavour's
part. He stirred up national enthusiasm throughout Italy
while calming Napoleon's dread of Conservative opposition
in France. He raised an irregular force of " Alpine Chasseurs "
for Garibaldi without disclosing to him that the latter's birth-
place (Nice) was to be cut off from Italy. He provoked
Austria by attacks in the Press, by special customs duties, and
by threatening movements of troops, yet contrived that his
adversary should appear as the aggressor in the war which he
had planned for the following June.

